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Making Music, Making Memories
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universal language – music.

 Experience the Joy 
of Outdoor Music at 

percussionplay.com/parks
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In selecting play structures, the D/O/O can first determine 
the “fall height” according to the ASTM F1487 and the  
manufacturer.  The second step is to look at a detailed model 
of the structures and ask the question, “Can children climb 
higher than the fall height?” If the answer is yes, then the height 
for F3351 and the drop height for F3313 field test of the installed 
surface must be set.

A D/O/O will now have the information for specification 
submittals that the prospective surfacing supplier will be 
required to change from F1292 certificates to F3351 results. 
The specification will likely say “submit a test report to ASTM 
F3351 indicating that at the ‘specified height,’ the g value shall 
not exceed ‘G’ and HIC shall not exceed ‘HIC.’” With height 
determined from the paragraphs above and the g and HIC 
values from two paragraphs above.

Lastly, the D/O/O will be able to use the data from the 
F3351 test to develop a warranty stipulating the same drop 
height for the field testing during the entire warranty period. 
The D/O/O has the option of raising the g and HIC values 
toward 200 g and 1,000 HIC over the warranty period, and the 
requirements of ASTM F1487, the ADA and the CPSC Hand-
book will still be met, because although they are approaching 
failing values, they are still at a drop height higher than the fall 
height of the F1487 and therefore still compliant.

Playground Safety Quiz continued 

To maximize focus while kids are playing on a 
playground, one should:

A.) Stay off the cell phone
B.) Remove headphones
C.) Keep your eyes moving
D.) All of the above 

Answer: D.) All of the above

Proper supervision is one of the keys to reducing 
playground injuries. Always remember to enter 
important emergency numbers into your phone.

=============================================

—�Information provided by Joann Robertson, CPSI, CSP, CPSCU, 
ARM, who works at Playground Medic of Hawthorne, N.Y.,  
as a certified playground inspector and certified safety  
professional.  
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ADDITIONAL CHANGES 
Following these steps helps a D/O/O gain 

functional longevity based on standards and 
testing.

ASTM is not the only place where change 
has been happening. There have also been changes 
on the international level in adopting the test 
device as it is in the ASTM F355 with the new 
ISO TS24667 Standard.

For the United States, credence is given to the 
device that rose out of ASTM F1292-99, and has 
become the preeminent test device. This device 
has become wireless with support devices to 
perform all the formal requirements for compliance 
testing. There is also a new hand-drop device that 
meets the materials, size, and mass of F355 that 
allows an owner/operator to perform single-drop 
testing to keep track of the performance of the surfacing assets. 
Using the single drop, an owner/operator can check the entire 
playground-surfacing inventory at least once each year and select 
those surfaces that require greater scrutiny.

As children return to playgrounds in 2021, let’s make it a 
future that brings new horizons, challenges, and dreams. Should 
injuries occur—and they will—let’s reduce that severity to  

a level that brings children back to the playground without 
scars. PRB

Rolf Huber is the president of Canadian Playground Advisory Inc. Reach him at 
rolf@playgroundadvisory.com. 
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